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within twenty-seven miles land journey
from the hills. The distance from Poona
by an indifferent hilly route was seventy
miles, and from Satara only thirty miles
by a very good carriage road, which was
completed by the Raja in 1830.
It is not possible to get the census
figures of Mahabaleshwar of this period
which could have given a correct idea of
the whole population. But from the infor-
mation available, it appears that in 1840
there were only /O private dwelling houses,
of which 53 were substantially built of
hewn stone and lime, and the remainder
of rough stone and mortar, sun-dried bricks,
or wattle-work. The greater number of
them were thatched, tiles having* been
found not to resist the monsoon rain.
Allotments of ground for building purposes
were granted by Government on a twenty-
one years5 lease, the principal provisions
of which were that the lessee was to pay
an annual rent at the rate of a rupee an
acre and to build a substantial bungalow
and erect suitable landmarks on the
boundaries of his allotment. The average
size of individual allotments granted during
the years 1838, 1839 and 1840 was six acres.
As  regards the   trade  there  were  six
European shops, where European supplies-